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The Bible is the written Word of God, and it is treasured by many. But it is also an ancient book

about people and cultures very different than us. Thus, while we know we should read it, many of us

have a hard time understanding the Bible. In this updated edition of Knowing Scripture, R. C. Sproul

helps us dig out the meaning of Scripture for ourselves. The author says, "The theme of this book is

not how to read the Bible but how to study the Bible." He presents in simple, basic terms a

commonsense approach to studying Scripture and gives eleven practical guidelines for biblical

interpretation and applying what we learn. With a minimum of technical jargon, Sproul tackles some

of the knotty questions regarding differences of interpreting the Bible, including discovering the

meanings of biblical wordsunderstanding Hebrew poetry, proverbs and parablesapproaching

historical and didactic passagesbeing careful with predictive prophecydiscerning how culture

conditions the Biblechoosing and using Bible translations, commentaries, Bible software and other

helpsKnowing Scripture is a basic book for both beginning Bible readers and experienced students

of Scripture.
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One of Satan's greatest triumphs is in convincing Christians to abandon the Bible, or at least

keeping them from really mining its depths. He tries to convince us that the Bible is outdated,

unimportant or less important than many other things. He tries to convince us that it is difficult to

understand and that we should rely on others to interpret it for us.R.C. Sproul wrote Knowing



Scripture early in his career to address these concerns and out of a desire to see Christians

dedicate themselves to a systematic study of the Bible. Written in 1977, this is one of Sproul's

earliest but most important and highly recommended books.Sproul begins with an introduction to

why we should read the Bible. He dispels myths regarding Scripture being too difficult to understand

or too boring to hold our attention. From that foundation he shows how the principle of private

interpretation was a pillar of the Reformation and thus remains a pillar of Protestantism. He explains

what private interpretation is and what it is not. He shows, for example, that it does not preclude us

from verifying our interpretations against those of others. He also stresses the need for objectivity as

we read the Scripture. In short, he keeps us from viewing private interpretation as being a method of

forcing Scripture to say what we want it to say.He dedicates a chapter to an introduction to

hermeneutics. Do not be scared by this technical word as it simply means "a list of rules and

guidelines for interpreting Scripture." Some of the concepts he introduces are: * The analogy of

faith. This says that Scripture interprets Scripture, or that one passage supports and explains

another. It also means that one part of Scripture never corrects another part, for Scripture needs to

correction.
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